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I'lidoliiminal prosthesis deployment device for use with prostheses of \ariable length 
and having retraction ability 

Abstract: 

An endoluminal prosthesis deployment device (50) includes a hollow plunger (52) 
which is slide-mounted on a narrow inner catheter (54) and an outer sheath (56) through 
which the catheter and the plunger arc sliding. The distal end of the plunger is provided with 
a soft retractor bulb (60) and the distal end of the inner catheter is provided with a dilator tip 
(64). I he proximal end of the plunger is provided with a locking mechanism (68) for 
temporarily locking the relative positions of the plunger and the catheter, and the proximal 
end of the outer sheath is provided with a locking mechanism (72) for temporarily locking the 
relaiix e positions of the plunger and outer sheath. The deployment device according to the 
invention accommodates prostheses of different length by adjusting the distance between the 
distal end of the plunger and the dilator tip. This distance is adjusted by moving the plunger 
and/or the catheter relative to each other and locking their relative positions with the locking 
mechanism on the plunger. 
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Seoul, Republic of Korea 137-073 

10^2002-0054323 

Catheter apparatus for percutaneous coronary intervention 
capable of accurately positioning stent and balloon in a desired 
position 



The applicant is hereby notified pursuant to Article 63 of the Korean Patent Law 
that this application is rejected on the following grounds. Any arguments with or 
without Amendment that the applicant may wish to submit in response to this rejection 
must be filed by 20 June 2005 . An unlimited number of one-month extensions of the 
term for filing a response are available upon request and payment of appropriate fees. 
However, no notification of the approval of a request for extension will be issued. 

GROUNDS 

1. The invention as recited in Claims 1-10 could have been easily invented by one of 
ordinary skill in the art prior to the filing of the application, and thus this 
application is rejected according to Article 29, Paragraph 2 of the Korean Patent 
Law for the reasons given: 

The present invention as recited in Claims 1-10 relates to a catheter apparatus for 
percutaneous coronary intervention capable of accurately positioning the balloon 
and stent in a desired position. However. Korean Patent Laid-Open Publication 
No. 1999-0067500 (published on 25 August 1999, referred to as Cited Invention 1, 
hereinafter), which was published prior to the filing date of this application, 
discloses an endoluminal prosthesis deployment device for prostheses of a 
variable length and having retraction ability such as stent. The present invention 
and the Cited Invention 1 commonly claim a vascular prosthesis deployment 
device for prostheses such as stent. Even though the present invention is 
characterized by a clamping portion or a minute adjustment nut and a Y-connector 
capable of accurately positioning stent in a desired position, Japanese Patent 



1 



Laid-Open Publication No. Hei,09- 173465 (published on 8 July 1997, referred to 
as '"Cited Invention T\ hereinafter) discloses a vascular interventional apparatus 
for accurately positioning a catheter in a desired position, including a Y-connector 
and a guide wire gripper with male and female screw parts. Furthermore, even 
though the present invention slightly ditTers from the cited inventions in terms of 
an interventional device such as balloon catheter, such a technical construction is 
known in the art. Advantages of such a technical construction are also 
considered to be predictable. Therefore, it is considered that one of ordinary 
skill in the art could easily invent the subject matters of the present invention 
from the cited inventions. 



l-nclosures: Korean Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 1999-0067500 (25 August 
1999) 
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